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City turns 
over DNA 
lab to state
Survey to reveal campus rape statistics
The Austin Police Depart-
ment has officially forfeited 
control of its DNA lab to the 
state after the Austin City 
Council approved multiple 
agreements Thursday aimed 
at addressing its backlog. 
Nearly a year after the lab’s 
initial closure, city council 
members approved a 5-year, 
$4 million contract with the 
Texas Department of Pub-
lic Safety, who will manage 
the DNA lab’s operations, 
including forensic analyses 
and oversight of employees. 
The newly named Depart-
ment of Public Safety Cap-
ital Area Regional Lab will 
employ about nine staffers, 
some of whom may already 
work for DPS.
“Closing the lab was a 
necessary step to address an 
unacceptable and awful sit-
uation that developed years 
ago,” Council Member Greg 
Casar said in a written state-
ment. “The items approved 
by the City Council will 
move us in the direction of 
justice.”
The council also ap-
proved an agreement in 
which the city and county 
By Catherine Marfin
@catherinemarfin
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CAMPUS
Comey talks FBI counterterrorism effort
By Noel Mahouch & 
Reagan Ritterbush
@noel_wissam @Reagan0720
The mission is simple, but 
the issues surrounding home-
land security are becoming 
complex, according to James 
Comey, director of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation.
Comey visited UT Thurs-
day morning to brief on the 
FBI’s plans against domestic, 
international and cyberspace 
terrorism. Comey’s speech was 
a part of a symposium titled 
“Intelligence in Defense of the 
Homeland” hosted by the Cle-
ments Center, which addressed 
the challenges intelligence 
and law enforcement agencies 
face in dealing with attacks 
by extremists. 
“Those two things that we 
love — privacy and public 
safety — are crashing into each 
other,” Comey said.
Comey based his discus-
sion on three dimensions of 
counterterrorist threats. The Juan Figueroa | Daily Texan Staff
James Comey, director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, discusses the FBI’s plans against terrorism at the “Intelligence 
in Defense of the Homeland” symposium hosted by the Clements Center on Thursday morningCOMEY page 2
STATE STATE
Bill simplifies FAFSA, 
widens aid eligibility
To slash costs, bill would cut 
benefits for veterans, families
Since 1923, veterans in Tex-
as have received educational 
benefits for themselves and 
later for their families through 
the Hazlewood Act, which 
is now the focus of a bill that 
would reduce the number 
of people who can qualify to 
receive benefits. 
Rep. J.M. Lozano, R-Kings-
ville, filed House Bill 3766 
earlier this month in response 
to the growing number of vet-
erans and their children using 
benefits provided through the 
Hazlewood Act. 
“Essentially it’s to deal with 
runaway costs and make sure 
the program doesn’t come to 
an end because it’s facing a real 
issue here,” said Theo Plow-
man, legislative director for 
Lozano. Lozano was unavail-
able for comment. 
The new bill would require 
veterans to serve in the mil-
itary for four years instead 
of 180 days and the benefits 
would end 15 years after the 
veteran is discharged, which 
would make it harder for vet-
eran’s future children to re-
ceive any benefits. If passed, 
the bill would become active 
next school year. 
“We’re trying to make it 
fiscally sustainable for the fu-
ture and make sure benefits 
are available for veterans be-
yond the current term,” Plow-
man said. “It’s too much of a 
strain on the state and higher 
education institutions.”
The funding for the pro-
gram comes from Texas uni-
versities. During the 2010-
2011 school year, 667 students 
received exemtions or waivers 
through the program, costing 
the University approximately 
$6 million. In the 2014-2015 
school year, 1,276 students 
received exemptions or waiv-
ers through the program, 
costing the University approx-
imately $13 million - almost 
double what the University 
paid in 2010-2011.  
According to UT System 
Employee Karen Adler, the 
Hazlewood Legacy Act, which 
provides benefits to the veter-
an’s children, costs the System 
approximately $35 million in 
the 2016 fiscal year. Adler said 
this cost is quickly increasing.
“This shortfall, obviously 
made more dire by the state 
funding situation, creates a 
On Tuesday, U.S. Rep. 
Lloyd Doggett, D-Austin, 
introduced a bill that would 
simplify the financial aid ap-
plication process and broad-
en students’ eligibility.
“Many of the questions on 
the FAFSA are burdensome 
and complicated, focusing on 
financial assets and incred-
ibly detailed information to 
which most students do not 
have easy access,” Doggett 
said in an email.
According to a press release 
Tuesday, the bill would auto-
matically qualify families with 
less than $30,000 in annual in-
come for the entire Pell Grant, 
which awards undergraduates 
more than $5,000 a school 
year. It would also allow filers 
to use tax return information 
accepted on past FAFSA ap-
plications, which would elim-
inate the need to find that in-
formation year after year.
Previously, FAFSA used the 
Data Retrieval Tool to collect 
required tax return informa-
tion from two years back for 
a new application. Tax return 
information is needed in pro-
viding a student’s parent’s fi-
nancial information to see if 
they qualify for financial aid. 
The IRS issued a statement 
March 9 that it would tem-
porarily suspend the DRT 
because the agency said the it 
could be misused by thieves.
Financial Aid director Di-
ane Sprague said the financial 
aid office received several 
calls from students when 
DRT was suspended. The tool 
is still not accessible.
“(Without the DRT) it is a 
much more timely process, 
and that opens the record up 
to error and potentially having 
to be verified,” Sprague said. 
Sociology junior Dan Kras-
nicki said his father makes on 
average $20,000 from social 
security money because he 
is retired. Krasnicki said he 
was nervous about filing the 
application incorrectly.
“My roommate who grad-
uated had given me a lot of 
help,” Krasnicki said. “As a 
lower-income person, you’re 
not necessarily aware of all 
the resources that are avail-
able or how to take advantage 
of them.”
The current threshold to 
qualify for the Pell Grant is 
$23,000, but an employee said 
the bill would change it back 
to $30,000 as it was in 2011, 
HAZLEWOOD page 2 FAFSA page 3
By Anusha Lalani
@anusha_lalani
By Lisa Dreher
@lisadreher97
By Claire Allbright & 
Mikaela Cannizzo
@claireallbright @mikaelac16
Zoe Fu | Daily Texan Staff
A recently filed Texas house bill might limit the number of vet-
erans and their families that receive the educational benefits 
from the Hazlewood Act.
These findings, which reflect 
problems endemic to our soci-
ety, are highly disturbing.
—J.B. Bird, 
Director of media relations
Fifteen percent of under-
graduate women at the Univer-
sity of Texas at Austin say they 
have been raped, according to 
a UT System study that will be 
released in the coming weeks.
Texas Sen. Joan Huffman, 
R-Houston, revealed this statis-
tic during a Senate State Affairs 
committee hearing Thursday, 
during which four bills per-
taining to sexual assaults on 
campus were discussed. 
In a statement from the 
University, J.B. Bird, director 
of media relations, confirmed 
the figure and defined rape in 
the context of the report as rape 
“either through force, threat of 
force, incapacitation or other 
forms of coercion such as lies 
and verbal pressure.” Bird said 
the full report will be a com-
prehensive approach to sexual 
assault and misconduct at 13 
institutions across the System. 
The sample size and informa-
tion about data collection was 
not made available Thursday.
“These findings, which re-
flect problems endemic to our 
society, are highly disturbing,” 
Bird said in the statement. 
“UT-Austin is committed to 
addressing sexual misconduct 
by speaking about it openly 
and developing programs and 
initiatives to end sexual vio-
lence, change behaviors and 
discipline offenders.”
Huffman said these figures 
are unacceptable and pre-
sented Senate Bill 576 during 
Thursday’s hearing in order to 
increase transparency and be 
able to accurately state how 
many instances of sexual assault 
are occurring on campuses.    
SB 576 would require all 
university employees, whether 
public or private, and student 
organization leaders to prompt-
ly report knowledge of “sexu-
al harassment, sexual assault, 
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Andrew Wood climbs down a cliff at Barton Creek Greenbelt on Thursday afternoon. 
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will split the costs of both hir-
ing consultants to study the 
lab’s problems as well as autho-
rizing the Capital Area Private 
Defenders Service, a nonprofit 
legal defense, to begin analyz-
ing DNA cases and contacting 
those whose convictions may 
have been affected by previous 
practices. 
The lab closure affected and 
delayed many violent crime cas-
es, including that of Meechaiel 
Criner, the person accused of 
murdering dance freshman Ha-
ruka Weiser last April. 
Additionally, defendants in 
2,200 cases have been notified 
that their cases may be eligible 
to be reviewed, according to the 
Austin American-Statesman. 
“In our country, we have a 
broken criminal justice system 
that has resulted in both inno-
cent people being incarcerat-
ed and many others not being 
held accountable,” Casar said 
in his statement. “The years-
long problems at the (APD) 
DNA Lab has exacerbated this 
situation in our community. It’s 
very possible, because of the lab’s 
failures, that people have been 
convicted on the basis of faulty 
evidence.”
A $1.3 million contract with 
Bode Cellmark Forensics, a 
first and second detail ISIS ca-
liphate’s propaganda through 
social media to inspire, di-
rect and enable people to acts 
of violence. 
“(ISIS) has invested in a so-
cial media campaign and (is) 
constantly pushing out these 
images (of hyper-violence) 
and this siren song: come or 
kill, come or kill,” Comey said. 
“Where are people on the 
spectrum between consum-
ing the poison and acting on 
the poison?”
The third point Comey out-
lined was terrorist diaspora, 
the most pertinent concern 
to the FBI and intelligence 
agencies. He said it’s plausible 
for the U.S. to militarily defeat 
ISIS at the point of contact, but 
said he fears people will flow 
out of the conflict zones and 
manifest in terrorist activities. 
Amy Pillsbury-Price, grad-
uate student in business and 
global policy studies, said she 
agreed with Comey about 
the importance of having a 
conversation on security in to-
day’s globalized context.
“Our world is so interna-
tional, so global now,” Pill-
sbury-Price said. “It’s (no 
longer) national solutions 
to international problems, 
so we have to figure out 
a way to work with these 
international entities.”
Comey listed ways in which 
the FBI is trying to combat 
criminal acts through cyber-
space, including imposing 
costs on offenders to deter fu-
ture terrorist efforts.
“These bad guys sit in their 
pajamas halfway around the 
world threatening our country 
and think that because they are 
far away, they are safe,” Comey 
said. “We must make them feel 
our breath on the back of their 
necks. We must make them 
feel the cost of their actions.” 
Alex Suryapranta, electri-
cal and computer engineering 
senior, said the talk magnified 
the issue of balancing security 
efforts with public privacy.
“This whole debate about 
liberty versus privacy has tak-
en center stage in national 
security issues and we can’t 
sweep this under the rug any-
more,” Suryapranta said. “We 
really need to find a compro-
mise between securing our 
liberties, our privacies and 
free speech, while also secur-
ing ourselves from the next 
big happening.”
Comey concluded by high-
lighting the timeliness of dis-
cussing issues regarding coun-
terterrorism and having plans 
in place before attacks happen.
“(Intelligence agencies) 
can’t have this conversation 
after something really bad 
happens,” Comey said. “I don’t 
want to be a pessimist, but 
bad things are going to hap-
pen and even I know that we 
can’t have thoughtful conver-
sations about things we care 
about in the aftermath of a 
human disaster.”
COMEY
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burden that must, inevita-
bly, be borne by other stu-
dents and their families,” 
Adler said. 
Rep. César Blanco, D-El 
Paso, said he disagrees with 
HB 3766 because it takes 
away benefits from veter-
ans who deserve help from 
their government. 
“The legislature made 
(promises) under the Hazle-
wood Act and the legacy pro-
gram to honor our veterans 
and their families for their 
service and their sacrifice,” 
Blanco, who is a veteran, said. 
“People have to serve in the 
military and we have to hon-
or that promise that we’ve 
made. It’s not a hand-out, it’s 
essentially a thank you for the 
service from these heroes and 
the families of these heroes.”
Blanco filed House Bill 
3837, which would provide 
the act with $500 million 
from the Rainy Day Fund 
that has around $10 billion. 
Blanco said this funding 
would enable the program 
to continue and would not 
requre universities to pay 
for the program, which 
would help keep their tuition 
rates lower. 
Students with veterans 
in their families have also 
voiced their concern. 
Advertising freshman 
Christina Mendez’s father 
and brother are both veter-
ans. Although her sister re-
ceives the benefits from the 
legacy portion of the pro-
gram and her family will not 
be impacted by this proposed 
bill, Mendez said the Ha-
zlewood Act has helped her 
family financially.  
“This helps them not have 
to worry about paying tuition 
for their children, so their 
children could have a better 
future,” Mendez said. 
A hearing date for HB 3766 
has not been set as of yet. 
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to qualify more lower-income 
families. Krasnicki said he 
would not be able to go to col-
lege without the Pell Grant.
“I think this is one of the 
rare times in life where it 
might behoove you to have 
less money ’cause you do 
qualify for more,” Krasnic-
ki said. “I know some peo-
ple who are right on the line 
where their parents made two, 
three-thousand dollars more 
than where the limit is.”
The bill would allow families 
with federal means assistance 
programs, such as the Supple-
mental Nutrition Assistance 
Program, to bypass questions 
which do not apply to them to 
complete the form faster.
Doggett’s office worked 
with College Forward, a non-
profit organization which 
helps lower-income students 
fill out FAFSA. Austin Bu-
chan, College Forward’s CEO, 
said the organization serves 
families who need to prove el-
igibility while being on federal 
assistance programs.
“Our students who are al-
ready on federal assistance 
programs are having to prove 
their low-income status by vir-
tue of qualifying for those pro-
grams,” Buchan said. “So this is 
just an easy way to streamline 
picking up that data.”
STUDENT GOVERNMENT
RESEARCH
UT Senate works to retain members, 
encourage inclusivity in online courses
Professor creates new battery, 
recharges legacy of invention
John Goodenough, UT 
electrical engineering pro-
fessor and co-inventor of 
the lithium-ion battery, has 
helped  create a more effi-
cient, solid-based battery. 
Goodenough headed a 
team of electrical engineers 
to develop this new battery, 
which he said will be able 
to last longer on shorter 
charging time. The new bat-
tery is glass-based, solid and 
doesn’t form dendrites — 
meaning there is less chance 
of short circuits and flames.
Goodenough, currently 94 
years old, said this new de-
velopment seeks to correct 
flaws in the lithium-ion bat-
tery he invented in the 1980s. 
The lithium-ion batteries 
have a tendency to form den-
drites, whiskers that emerge 
after use and can cause short 
circuits and fires and limit 
how fast they can be charged.
“The old battery is prone 
to (bursting into) flames 
because it uses liquid elec-
trolyte and has a tenden-
cy to form dendrites,” 
Goodenough said. 
Goodenough said the 
new solid-based battery uses 
glass technology and is safer, 
cheaper and can hold more 
charge. He said one of his 
material science senior fel-
lows, Maria Braga, brought 
him a type of glass that con-
ducts lithium ions just as well 
as a regular battery would.
“The most important thing 
is that the capacity to store 
energy can be much bigger 
than in a traditional cell,” 
Braga said. 
She said this means the 
size of a battery may no 
longer determine its power 
levels. For instance, she said 
small electronics such as 
smart watches may not lose 
charge and die as quickly as 
they do today.
Goodenough said that the 
next step is to determine how 
to apply this technology to 
large scale machines such as 
cars or planes.
“The manufacturers are 
going to have to scale this up 
to a larger-sized battery rath-
er than a single cell,” Goode-
nough said. “What problems 
are going to accompany this, 
we don’t know yet.”
Goodenough was pre-
sented National Medal of 
Science, the highest STEM 
award presented to a civilian, 
by Barack Obama in 2011.
When it comes to work, 
Goodenough said he isn’t 
done inventing yet, and that he 
still has time to keep creating.
Braga said that in addition 
to the thrill of inventing new 
technologies, she is inspired 
by Goodenough’s attitude.  
“He’s 94, and he’s still learn-
ing just like the rest of us,” 
she said. 
By Kevin Dural
@thedailytexan
will split the costs of both hir-
ing consultants to study the 
lab’s problems as well as autho-
rizing the Capital Area Private 
Defenders Service, a nonprofit 
legal defense, to begin analyz-
ing DNA cases and contacting 
those whose convictions may 
have been affected by previous 
practices. 
The lab closure affected and 
delayed many violent crime cas-
es, including that of Meechaiel 
Criner, the person accused of 
murdering dance freshman Ha-
ruka Weiser last April. 
Additionally, defendants in 
2,200 cases have been notified 
that their cases may be eligible 
to be reviewed, according to the 
Austin American-Statesman. 
“In our country, we have a 
broken criminal justice system 
that has resulted in both inno-
cent people being incarcerat-
ed and many others not being 
held accountable,” Casar said 
in his statement. “The years-
long problems at the (APD) 
DNA Lab has exacerbated this 
situation in our community. It’s 
very possible, because of the lab’s 
failures, that people have been 
convicted on the basis of faulty 
evidence.”
A $1.3 million contract with 
Bode Cellmark Forensics, a 
private forensics analysis lab 
expected to test about 1,300 
APD cases, was also approved.
APD’s DNA lab was shut 
down last June after a state audit 
by the Texas Forensic Science 
Commission discovered the lab 
was using improper and outdat-
ed methods. It was later revealed 
the lab had problems as early as 
2009. Despite sending cases to 
DPS and to Dallas County labs, 
APD’s backlog has remained.
Interim Police Chief Brian 
Manley announced at a De-
cember press conference that 
APD was ceasing its efforts to 
reopen the lab. The decision 
came after DPS officials said 
they would no longer work 
with some of APD’s DNA spe-
cialists, who they had originally 
been retraining.
“(APD) is a leading agency 
across many fronts, but we have 
failed in the area that’s under 
question now … and for that, I 
take responsibility,” Manley said. 
City documents indicate the 
DPS lab is intended as a long-
term solution.
“It is envisioned that this 
DPS lab capability will serve as 
the kernel for the future DNA 
analysis services,” a city docu-
ment reads. 
There are currently 2,535 
cases awaiting DNA testing, 
1,686 of which are sexual as-
sault cases, according to city 
documents. An additional 90 
cases come in each month. 
APD plans to contract with 
three private labs to work in 
conjunction with the DPS lab. 
The department hopes to have 
all cases tested by April 2018, 
according to the Statesman.
Infographic by Sierra Garcia| Daily Texan Staff
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@kemeyertons
The Senate of College 
Councils proposed multiple 
bills and resolutions Thursday 
night to promote inclusivity 
within the organization and 
the University as a whole.
Senate Bill 1610 calls to 
bring former At-Large Rep-
resentatives back into the 
Senate fold by expanding the 
Returning At-Large program 
to add two members to each 
internal committee, bring-
ing the total membership of 
Senate to 80 individuals. An 
At-Large Representative is a 
student who serves on a com-
mittee within Senate Inter-
nal and works on program-
ming and legislation for the 
whole University. 
Luciano Barraza, Sen-
ate vice president-elect and 
co-author of SB 1610, said 
the Returning At-Large pro-
gram is a program within 
Senate that offers individuals 
a chance to stay within the 
organization if they are not 
serving as a co-chair role.
“We are making these two 
legislative changes tonight 
as a stepping stone to begin 
to improve this process in 
Senate culture overall,” Bar-
raza said. “Ultimately chang-
es regarding the culture of 
an organization are going to 
be solved with legislation. 
We are committed to cre-
ating an environment that 
is collaborative.”
Barraza said the first ma-
jor change of SB 1610 is it 
will move the Returning 
At-Large program directly 
under the supervision of the 
administrative director.
“We think this is beneficial 
because down the line this 
will make sure the adminis-
trative directors understand 
that this is part of their du-
ties,” Barraza said. 
Rhetoric junior Ca-
ity Campbell, recruitment 
and retention co-chair and 
co-author of SB 1610, said 
the second major bill change 
is increasing the number of 
Returning At-Larges from 8 
to 14.
“This (resolution) is to ad-
dress the move up or move 
out culture that has been 
talked about in Senate,” 
Campbell said. “This (resolu-
tion) just ensures Senate is a 
more inclusive organization 
and that we’re allowing first 
year At-Larges to return, to 
continue their leadership 
skills and to hopefully work 
on some initiatives they 
might have.”
Campbell said At-Larg-
es can either return to the 
committee they served on 
the previous year or move to 
another one.
This change would bring 
the membership of Senate 
to a total of 80 individuals: 8 
Executive Board members, 
16 Chairs, 14 Returning At-
Large Representatives and 42 
At-Large Representatives.
In addition, Senate Reso-
lution 1617 was proposed in 
support of adding closed cap-
tioning to live, online courses.
According to the resolu-
tion, students currently have 
to submit a request to Services 
for Students with Disabilitites 
to caption their classes, and 
the resolution would alleviate 
this barrier by implementing 
closed captioning to all live 
online courses provided by 
the University.
R adio-te lev is ion-f i lm 
freshman James Treuthardt, 
policy committee member of 
Communication Council and 
co-author of the resolution, 
said upon discovering current 
online lectures do not offer 
closed captioning unless spe-
cifically requested, he and the 
co-authors of the resolution 
simply wanted to make it re-
quired for all.
“We want to make it a 
proactive rather than a re-
active,” Treuthardt said. 
“We should already have 
those systems enacted be-
fore so we can make sure 
all students feel included in 
online classes.”
SR 1618 was proposed to 
add new tab to the MySta-
tus homepage linking 
the CTL Test Results and 
Course Petititoning to the 
UTDirect website.
All three resolu-
tions were sent back 
to the committees for 
further consideration.
Brooke Crim | Daily Texan Staff
Recruit and retention co- chair Caity Campbell and vice-pres-
ident elect Luciano Barraza call for an expansion of the 
Returning-At-Large program. 
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family violence or stalking,” to 
the school’s Title IX office. 
A revised version of the 
bill would impose severe 
penalties for failing to report 
instances of sexual assault. 
University employees who 
knowingly fail to report an as-
sault would face termination 
of employment and a Class B 
misdemeanor. If an employee 
is intentionally shown to con-
ceal the incident, they could 
face a Class A misdemeanor. 
Leaders of student organiza-
tions, such as fraternity and 
sorority presidents, would be 
suspended for at least a year 
or face expulsion. 
“By confronting the preva-
lence of these crimes through 
the reporting required in 
this bill, Texas colleges can 
take their first steps toward 
eliminating sexual assault 
and violence,” Huffman said. 
“I realize these reporting re-
quirements may be the most 
stringent in the country, but 
it’s time we change culture on 
college campuses and Texas 
should lead the way.”
State Sen. Kirk Watson, 
D-Austin, presented three 
additional bills addressing 
sexual assault. 
SB 970 requires public and 
private institutions statewide 
to more clearly define con-
sent for engaging in sexual 
activities. SB 970 defines con-
sent as “words or actions that 
clearly demonstrate a know-
ing and voluntary agreement 
to engage in sexual activity.”
“Affirmative consent estab-
lishes that yes means yes, but 
the absence of no does not 
mean yes,” Watson said. 
While Texas does not have 
a uniform policy regarding 
affirmative consent, several 
institutions already imple-
ment standards similar to the 
bill’s proposal. 
Plan II sophomore Mia 
Goldstein is president of 
Voices Against Violence, a 
UT organization that works 
to prevent interpersonal vio-
lence and support survivors. 
She shared her own expe-
rience of sexual assault and 
spoke in support of the bill 
during the hearing. 
“Consent is about the sov-
ereignty of one’s own body 
and make no mistake about 
it, consent is a basic human 
right,” Goldstein said. “It’s im-
portant that the state define it 
as such.” 
Watson’s other two bills en-
courage victims and witness-
es of sexual assault to report 
their experiences by offering 
an electronic reporting sys-
tem and providing an amnes-
ty provision to protect stu-
dents from being penalized 
for conduct code violations 
such as underage drinking 
when reporting an instance 
of sexual assault.
“The first injustice com-
mitted in every assault or 
inappropriate behavior is the 
act itself, but the second in-
justice is often the silence of 
the community surrounding 
the survivor,” UT President 
Gregory Fenves said in a 
statement. “We must not be 
silent anymore and we must 
not be afraid to face the very 
real problems that exist at 
our university and in society 
in general.”
All four bills were left 
pending in committee and 
have yet to be voted on.
In less than two weeks, UT will inaugurate 
a new class of student leaders. Seeing as none 
of them have drawn the consternation of En-
ergy Secretary Rick Perry, we expect them to 
be halfway decent. Nevertheless, in advance 
of the transition, our Forum page this week 
highlights an assortment of fresh ideas they 
can use to improve the quality of student life 
and reform campus culture for the better, 
next year and beyond.
In our first piece, members of the Inter-
personal Violence Coalition recontextualize 
Round Up weekend as a platform to discuss 
the importance of consent in personal rela-
tionships. They note that the big crowds and 
heavy alcohol consumption at the weekend’s 
highly anticipated festivities can put students 
in risky situations. The coalition urges stu-
dents to take an active role in curating a suc-
cessful and safe environment for everyone, 
which starts with understanding consent and 
intervening in compromising situations.
In our second piece, Cockrell represen-
tative Matt Offill explains a proposal he 
introduced in the Assembly this week that 
would reform UT’s system of assigning 
seating at football games. The initiative, 
which Offill helped develop in conjunc-
tion with the athletic department, would 
assign Big Ticket holders to a particular 
section without designating a specific row 
or seat number, in order to incentivize early 
attendance and avoid scenarios in which 
the Longhorns take the field in front of 
empty bleachers.
We hope to showcase more creative propos-
als as the semester draws to a close. Feel free 
to contribute to the conversation by reaching 
out to us at editor@dailytexanonline.com. As 
always, we look forward to hearing from you!
Shenhar is a Plan II, economics and gov-
ernment senior from Westport, Connecticut. 
Vernon is an anthropology and rhetoric and 
writing sophomore from The Woodlands.
Since Round Up began 86 years ago, it 
has evolved into one of the most highly 
anticipated weekends of the year. For good 
reason, too: Last year alone, the Interfrater-
nity Council (IFC) and University Panhel-
lenic Council (UPC) communities together 
raised over $140,000 in one weekend to 
benefit a variety of different causes includ-
ing the Be Positive (B+) Foundation, Circle 
of Sisterhood and the Center for Child Pro-
tection to name a few, while artists like the 
Ying Yang Twins, Rich Homie Quan and 
A$AP Ferg entertained thousands of stu-
dents. To be more exact, over 2,000 people 
made the pilgrimage to West Campus from 
colleges across the nation, while approx-
imately 12,000 UT students participated 
(roughly 30 percent of the student body). 
What many of us don’t realize, though, is 
that while Round Up is a longstanding tra-
dition, it’s also one of the four highest risk 
times at The University of Texas for sexual 
assault. So, let’s talk.
First and foremost, sexual assault is an 
issue that affects all of us. Like it or not, 
you have a role to play in preventing it 
from happening. Secondly, alcohol poses 
the most significant barrier to consent and 
is the largest contributing factor to sexual 
assault on college campuses. It’s no secret 
that alcohol is a centerpiece of many Round 
Up events, so consider this: 72 percent of 
reported sexual assault on our campus oc-
curred when the victim was too intoxicated 
to give consent. That’s intolerable. If some-
one is too drunk to clearly and conscious-
ly agree to engage in sexual activity, help 
them get home. Not into your bed. And as 
important as it is to get consent, it’s just as 
necessary for us to know how to intervene 
if we recognize a harmful situation. 
Imagine you’re at a party this weekend. 
You’re scanning the surroundings to find 
your friends and you witness someone be-
ing aggressive toward another person who 
appears uncomfortable. At this moment 
you can assume that someone else will step 
in and keep walking, or you can take action 
yourself. Choose to take action. Talk di-
rectly to the people involved, and create a 
distraction if necessary. An easy way to do 
this is to ask what time it is or what time the 
performer is supposed to get on stage. This 
brief interlude can allow the people to re-
move themselves from the situation if they’d 
like. If it turns out the person who appeared 
uncomfortable is actually OK, then hey, it’s 
always better safe than sorry. If they are ac-
tually uncomfortable, you can offer to hang 
out with them, help them find a friend, or 
take them home. Remember: Longhorns 
take care of each other.
Round Up should be a fun experience, so 
let’s ensure it is for everyone involved. Al-
ways ask for consent, and don’t be a passive 
bystander if you notice a potentially danger-
ous situation — this weekend and beyond. 
Atkinson is a government and women’s and 
gender studies senior from Sherman. Becker is 
a nutritional sciences junior from Alvin. Mock-
ler is an accounting an business honors soph-
omore from Ft. Worth. Sundaram is an MPA 
student from Plano. They are members of the 
Interpersonal Violence Prevention Coalition.
The Interpersonal Violence Prevention 
Coalition would like survivors on our cam-
pus to know that we believe you and it’s 
not your fault. For more information about 
the topics discussed above, as well as how 
to support a survivor if they approach you, 
visit the Voices Against Violence website 
at tinyurl.com/UTVAV. You can reach 
UT-Austin’s Crisis Line at (512) 471-2255.
“Come early, be loud, stay late” is a slo-
gan commonly used by UT Athletics. The 
problem is that the Big Ticket student sec-
tion ticketing does not encourage the be-
havior desired in the slogan.
Over the last three football seasons, I have 
had the pleasure of attending every home 
football game through the Big Ticket. I usu-
ally arrive at the football games 20 minutes 
early and sit in a row close to the field, only to 
be made to give up my seat to someone who 
shows up 30 minutes late and leaves at half-
time. Where is the incentive to show up early? 
Routinely, there are numerous empty 
seats near the front row at kickoff. This not 
only makes us look terrible on television, 
but the athletic department has expressed 
that the lack of students in the audience 
during warm-up affects performance of the 
football team. Football staff and coaches 
have also expressed concern that too few 
students show up early to football games. 
The best solution is to incentivize early 
attendance through unassigned seating in 
Big Ticket sections. Everyone would still 
be assigned a section, but students could 
sit anywhere in that section. People who 
show up earlier to games would be rewarded 
with seats closer to the field. Passionate stu-
dents who show up earlier would be closer 
together, creating a louder and more 
enthusiastic environment. Assigned seating 
is hard to enforce, creates tension among 
fans and creates a domino effect of people 
sitting in the wrong section once someone 
sits in the wrong seat. In the Big 12, the only 
other football program that assigns spe-
cific seats to students is Kansas. Nineteen 
out of the current AP Top 25 football pro-
grams have some kind of unassigned system 
in place. Seniority would still be rewarded 
through assigning older students to sections 
closer to the 50-yard line.
The seniority classification system for Big 
Ticket groups is also flawed. Currently, the 
youngest member in the group determines 
the seniority of that group. If there is a group 
of 20 seniors and one freshman, that group 
receives a freshman classification, and their 
seats are assigned accordingly. Both the 
student body and ticketing office have ex-
pressed displeasure with this policy.
A weighted average presents a fairer 
solution. Seniors would be weighted higher 
than juniors, juniors higher than sopho-
mores, and so on. The average classification 
weight of the members of the group would 
determine that group’s section priority. 
The University of Texas Student Gov-
ernment launched the Eyes to Eyes cam-
paign at the start of the fall 2016 semester 
in order to encourage attendance at foot-
ball games, and these changes perfectly 
align with the core message of that cam-
paign. Student attendance is a student is-
sue. It is time for the athletic department 
to incentivize early attendance.
Offill is a mechanical engineering junior 
from Beaumont. He is an engineering repre-
sentative in Student Government.
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Students mull improvements to campus life
Assigned student seating muffles DKR atmosphere
Consent remains vital during Round Up weekend
Emmanuel Briceno | Daily Texan file photo
Students look on as Texas hosts Iowa State’s football team on Oct. 15, 2016. Despite being 
able to hold 102,500 fans, DKR Stadium is notorious for fans arriving late and leaving early.
Zoe Fu | Daily Texan file photo
Round Up attendees slide down a Slip’N Slide on April 4, 2016. While the event brings in thousands of students from other colleges and uni-
versities across the nation to Austin every year, it also brings an increase in sexual assault near campus.
By Matt Offill
SG Engineering Representative
By Justin Atkinson, Colton Becker, 
Sarah Mockler and  Suchi Sundaram
Interpersonal Violence Prevention Coalition
In the Big 12, the only other football 
program that assigns specific seats 
to students is Kansas. Nineteen out 
of the current AP Top 25 football 
programs have some kind of unas-
signed system in place. 
By Jordan Shenhar
and Emily Vernon
Daily Texan Forum Editors
Always ask for consent, and don’t 
be a passive bystander if you notice 
a potentially dangerous situation — 
this weekend and beyond. 
an organization on campus 
as an emotional support,” 
Goldfarb said.
IFC’s B+ Hero is Karter 
Linscott, a 6-year-old boy 
with a love of dinosaurs 
and baseball, who Beck-
er said has been a ma-
jor inspiration for this 
week’s fundraising.
“(Karter) is a huge aspect 
of our organization and what 
we do, and we’re so happy to 
utilize Round Up as a way to 
promote this cause and to 
raise money for families like 
the Linscotts,” Becker said.
IFC has even extended its 
support of B+ during Round 
Up by directly involving their 
B+ Hero.
“The real culminating event 
of this campaign is on Sunday 
afternoon, when Karter is go-
ing to be surprised with the 
first pitch at the UT Baseball 
game,” Goldfarb said.
Both Becker and Gold-
farb said B+ has a special 
place in UT Greek life’s heart 
that defies the stereotype of 
superficial partying.
“I can’t even begin to tell 
you how positive of an expe-
rience this has been for my-
self and the other members 
of IFC,” Becker said. “It really 
resonates with a lot of us, and 
we’re just so grateful to help 
raise awareness and funds 
to ensure B+ continues to 
change lives.”
The dynamic environ-
ment of the co-op music 
scene taught two UT under-
graduates to overcome their 
insecurites about sharing 
and performing their music. 
Whipflash is the brain-
child of journalism and 
psychology junior Jack 
Keyes and music sopho-
more James Leblanc. It all 
began when they wrote a 
song to receive extra cred-
it for their online govern-
ment class. While its effect 
on their grade in the class 
was insignificant, Leblanc 
said the song sparked the 
birth of their band. On 
March 18, Whipflash re-
leased their self-titled debut 
album which showcases a 
wide variety of instruments 
and a uniquely West 
Campus indie-pop sound.
“We wanted to make mu-
sic that could be accessible 
to everyone but has an ap-
peal to the indie kids that 
listen to stuff that is a little 
off-kilter,” Keyes said.
The name Whipflash 
comes from a lyric by an 
artist who Leblanc cites as 
one of his biggest influenc-
es: Beck. But Leblanc said 
his band doesn’t limit its in-
fluences to just the biggest 
artists in the genre. Their 
sound is also inspired by 
local acts they discovered 
during live shows at the co-
ops in West Campus. 
“(Keyes and I) would 
find all of these bands, but 
(when) we’d look at their 
Facebook page, they’d have 
less than a thousand likes,” 
Leblanc said. “Some of our 
biggest influences and our 
favorite bands still aren’t 
huge yet, which is cool and 
a nice connection.”
All of their influences 
came together earlier this 
year during weekends when 
Keyes and LeBlanc would 
dedicate their time to the 
writing, recording and 
production of their album. 
Though their original plan 
was to make an EP, their 
long hours in the studio 
manifested in the form of a 
fully-fledged record.
In addition to their hard 
work, Leblanc’s ability to 
translate Keye’s song con-
cepts into music allowed for 
the album to be produced 
within a month. Keyes said 
it was important to write 
for himself and not just for 
what people wanted to hear.
“You should totally put 
yourself into the song and 
not think about (the au-
dience),” Keyes said. “You 
shouldn’t withhold some-
thing just because you think 
people won’t dig it.”
This past Tuesday was 
the band’s first live perfor-
mance on Longhorn Lat-
enight on Texas Student 
Television, but Keyes said 
that is only the start.
The band plans on doing 
a series of live shows from 
now to the end of the se-
mester. But it hasn’t always 
been so easy for Keyes to 
share his music with others. 
Plan II sophomore Mat-
thew Mahoney, who recent-
ly joined as a guitarist and 
percussionist for the band, 
said he would often hear 
him play in his dorm but 
never in front of others.
“(Keyes) told me that 
the songs that (he writes) 
they are for (him), not oth-
er people’s ears,” Mahoney 
said. “(He wrote) them as a 
way to express himself, and 
(he didn’t) want them to 
be judged.”
Keyes said he realized 
he would regret not letting 
his music be heard. To get 
past his hesitation, Keyes 
uses his music as a ves-
sel for insecurities to get 
out of his head and into 
the album.
“The fun part starts now,” 
Keyes said. “I really want to 
hit it hard and do a lot of 
shows (and) try to connect 
with those bands that used 
to be our idols because now 
they can be our peers.”
Although sharing his 
music with the world was 
once Keyes’ greatest fear, 
Keyes said Whipflash is 
looking to make it their 
greatest strength.
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Indie band Whipflash overcomes insecurities, releases first album
Alec Blair | Daily Texan Staff
Matthew Mahoney, Jack Keyes, and James Leblanc, all UT students, make up the new indie band Whipflash. They recently 
released their first album and are beginning their venture into the Austin music scene.
By Chris Boyd Peck
@ChrisBPeck
keeps growing,” Kapuria 
said. “Last Monday, I put 
up a video of Hunter Hayes 
announcing that he was go-
ing to come, and that video 
I think has gotten more ac-
tivity on our social media 
than anything we have put 
up this year at least.”
From the musical as-
pect, Jennifer Vannoy, the 
stage manager for head-
liners, said they try to in-
clude a variety of genres in 
their lineup as they plan 
the event.
“It is always really fun 
to work with the bands 
because they are always so 
excited to play,” Vannoy, 
a public relations junior, 
said. “It is a really good 
event if you love music 
because there is so many 
genres that are perform-
ing this year and that have 
performed in years past.”
Kapuria said more than 
the music or the theme, 
their main purpose is for 
Forty Acres Fest to be 
something every student 
can participate in. 
“I feel like it is in the 
name itself, it is not Texas 
Traditions Fest, it is Forty 
Acres Fest,” Kapuria said. 
“Everything we do, from it 
being right in front of the 
Tower to the focus being 
on what students have to 
offer — it is all about UT.”
FEST
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Texas hopes to stay alive in Sweet 16
WOMEN’S BASKETBALL SIDELINE
Track team ready for 
Victor Lopez Classic
  Despite being on the 
road this weekend, 
Charles Anumnu feels he 
still has the home advan-
tage at the upcoming Vic-
tor Lopez Classic. 
The meet, which begins 
on March 24, takes place 
at Rice, less than an hour 
northeast from the senior 
sprinter’s hometown of 
Stafford, Texas. 
“Rice recruited me and 
my brother, they really 
wanted us to come there,” 
Anumnu said. “We used 
to run Rice relays in high 
school, so hopefully I’ll 
see a lot of familiar faces 
and show them what I’ve 
been working on up here.”
Though the season has 
just begun, the Long-
horns already have large 
expectations placed upon 
themselves. The Tex-
as men’s team is ranked 
No. 7 in the nation while 
the women’s team is 
ranked No. 8.
Anumnu has also 
set high standards for 
himself. Despite be-
ing a member of the 
4x100-meter relay team 
that placed ninth at the 
NCAA Championships 
and earned All-Ameri-
can status last season, the 
athlete is hoping for more 
this year.
“Of course (I want to) 
qualify for the nation-
al relays,” Anumnu said. 
“But I kind of want to 
qualify for nationals in an 
individual event, whether 
that be the 100 (meters) 
or the 200 (meters).”
Anumnu will happily 
make his outdoor season 
debut in the 200-meter 
dash at the meet. He said 
he enjoys this time of year 
much more than the in-
door season.
“I don’t know, it’s just 
something about running 
inside on those small 
tracks. I don’t like it,” 
Anumnu said. “I never 
really excelled at it like I 
do outdoors.”
—Drew King
SPORTS 
BRIEFLY
By Sydney Rubin
@sydneyrrubin
LEXINGTON, Kentucky — 
The Longhorns have a history 
of success inside Rupp Arena, 
which sits perched on the Uni-
versity of Kentucky’s campus. 
In 1986, Texas capped 
off a perfect 34–0 season 
with the program’s only 
national championship.
Jody Conradt, the coach 
of the 1986 squad, and Fran 
Harris, Texas’ leading scorer 
that season, arrived at Rupp 
Arena this week with the cur-
rent Longhorns as they pre-
pare to take on the Stanford 
Cardinal in the NCAA Sweet 
16, their first time back to the 
arena since winning it all 31 
years ago. 
“That’s a special thought for 
sure,” current head coach Kar-
en Aston said. “That we are go-
ing back to a place where Texas 
has been successful before. I 
personally have never played in 
(Rupp). It’ll be a fun experience 
for our team and I think I’ll en-
joy it. I think we’re just going to 
stay in the moment and try to 
get ready.”
Taking everything one day at 
a time and staying in the mo-
ment has been Texas’ mantra 
all season. But the history of the 
program also acts as inspiration 
for the present. 
“That’s really special,” junior 
guard Brooke McCarty said. 
“It’s just special because Texas is 
about tradition and history so I 
think that’s pretty cool.” 
Texas has a shot to avenge 
its season-opening loss to 
Stanford on Nov. 14, a game 
in which Aston’s young team 
wasn’t quite prepared for the 
heavy-duty challenge the Car-
dinal presented on its home 
court in Palo Alto, Calif. 
Freshman forward Joyner 
Holmes made a nervous colle-
giate debut in the 71-59 loss to 
Stanford, coming off the bench 
for just three points, three 
rebounds and four fouls in 
17 minutes. 
Four months later, the Big 12 
Freshman of the Year no longer 
has wide eyes and butterflies in 
her stomach.      
“I definitely think that Joyner 
has matured as a basketball 
player,” Aston said. “I mean, to 
go back and look at that film in 
that first game against Stanford 
is almost comical. Just from the 
standpoint of how young we 
were in a lot of areas and how 
really disconnected we were.”
Stanford head coach Tara 
VanDerveer took notice of 
Holmes’ development over 
the course of the season 
and knows that this time 
around, the matchup be-
tween the Cardinal and the 
Longhorns will be more of 
a “heavyweight fight.”   
“(Holmes) is a terrific 
freshman,” VanDerveer said. 
“Sometimes, honestly, she’s 
a woman with girls. She is so 
physically strong, and her re-
bounding is off the charts.”
Aston is impressed with 
how well the Cardinal per-
form on defense, but Stan-
ford’s overall experience as a 
program and offensive depth 
are also strengths.   
“They’re very seasoned,” 
Aston said. “They don’t get 
rattled by anything. They’re 
seeded better than us, they’re 
supposed to win and it’ll take a 
really special effort on our part 
to win.” 
The third-seeded Long-
horns and second-seeded 
Cardinal square off Friday at 7 
p.m. CT with a trip to the Elite 
Eight on the line.
SOFTBALL
Wright looks to get back on track with Longhorns
Longhorns hope to find first 
Big 12 win over Kansas State
By Leah Vann
@vanntastic_leah
By Vanessa Le & 
Alex Briseno 
@vanesssale @alexxbriseno
Texas watched its six-game 
winning streak dissolve into 
four losses in the span of as 
many games. 
But thanks to the Long-
horn bullpen, that all changed 
Wednesday night against UT-
Rio Grande Valley.
Texas relievers sophomore 
Beau Ridgeway and senior 
Jon Malmin combined for 
8.2 scoreless innings after ju-
nior starter Connor Mayes 
was charged with seven runs 
during his 0.1-inning outing. 
Despite Mayes’ debacle, the 
pitching staff battled through 
the adversity in the 9-7 come-
back win over UT-RGV.
“Pitchers — we know we 
stick together,” Ridgeway said. 
“We pick each other up when 
we’re down. Everybody knows 
as a pitcher you’re going to 
have your good days, you’re 
going to have your bad days. ... 
But we keep each other’s spirits 
up and we’re always positive.”
The Longhorns have relied 
on Ridgeway as their hot hand 
— he leads his fellow pitchers 
with 14 appearances on the 
mound this season. But he 
won’t take any credit for his 
recent success.
“One hundred percent, it’s 
our defense,” Ridgeway said. 
“Going out there, being on the 
throne, having confidence in 
the guys behind you going to 
make plays, makes life a whole 
lot easier as a pitcher. I know 
my defense, my guys behind 
me — they’ll make every play 
so I can just throw strikes and 
let them do their job.”
Malmin came out as the 
star of the show after tossing 
a career-high 6.2 scoreless 
innings Wednesday night. 
He set another new career 
record by striking out seven 
UT-RGV batters. 
“He is Hollywood to us,” 
Ridgeway said. “But if you just 
ask him, he wouldn’t say any-
thing about it — he’s real down 
to earth. I’m happy for him, he 
did a great job.”
After dropping all three 
games to Texas Tech last week-
end, the Longhorns (0–3 Big 
12) are still looking for their 
first win in conference play. 
Texas couldn’t find the ball 
enough to bring in run sup-
port for its pitchers and fin-
ished at the losing end of two 
2-1 games in a row as a result.
Head coach David Pierce 
believes his Longhorns will 
find success after they learn 
how to rise above their oppo-
nents during tight situations.
“I just really remind them 
much more about playing the 
game the right way,” Pierce 
said. “We’ve got to continue 
to understand that we’ve got 
to get things done in those sit-
uations. I call it the ‘moment 
of truth’ — when the game is 
on the line, are we elevating 
or staying the same or are we 
pressing? And that’s where you 
grow as a player.”
Texas’ confidence is still in-
tact, but it was tested through-
out the tough four-game losing 
skid. The team isn’t exactly 
riding the wave it was on af-
ter defeating Texas A&M last 
week, but the mentality hasn’t 
changed going into this week-
end’s three-game series with 
Kansas State.
“We’re still taking it inning 
by inning,” sophomore des-
ignated hitter Kody Clemens 
said. “Each game is obviously 
really important. Coming into 
this weekend, we really need to 
step up and win a few games, 
at least two, hopefully sweep. I 
think the mentality in the club-
house is just keep grinding out, 
it’s going to turn in our favor.”
Rachel Zein
Daily Texan Staff
Junior guard Ariel 
Atkins gets hyped 
to face Stanford in 
the NCAA Sweet 
16 Friday. Atkins 
and the Long-
horns beat NC 
State 84-80 on 
Mar. 19 in order to 
claim their spot in 
the Sweet 16.
Redshirt sophomore pitch-
er Erica Wright heard a soft 
click in her right rib cage as 
she closed the door at church 
last spring. She sat in the 
service, breathing heavily 
in pain. 
“I just thought, ‘Oh no, 
this is happening again,’” 
Wright said. 
It started in July 2015, 
when Wright felt pain in 
her shoulder.
“I couldn’t pitch at all 
and that’s not like me,” 
Wright said.
She found out that her first 
right rib was broken and with 
time and rest, she thought she 
would be back for fall ball. In 
November, the doctors dis-
covered it wasn’t healing, so 
she had it removed.
Wright had just started 
pitching again last spring 
when she felt that familiar 
click. Her second rib was bro-
ken. Despite rehabilitation, 
the injury only grew worse. 
In March 2016, Wright had 
her second rib removed and 
didn’t take the circle until 
mid-October. 
“I did a throwing program 
for six weeks and then I start-
ed pitching,” Wright said. 
“So, over the course of this 
whole thing I literally had not 
pitched for a year and a half. 
I guess I had, but I was on a 
pitch count that was hardly 
anything. Not pitching for a 
year and a half when you’ve 
pitched almost every single 
day of your life is crazy to 
think about now.” 
Head coach Connie Clark 
said that it would take Wright 
until March to improve her 
pitch. This past Saturday, 
Wright pitched her best game 
of the season against Cal 
State Fullerton. Wright only 
allowed one hit in the final 
inning in the shutout 4-0 vic-
tory. This was her first one-
hit shutout since May 2015, 
when the Longhorns shut out 
Oklahoma State 11-0. 
But Wright has been frus-
trated with her recovery 
and Clark saw that. She sent 
Wright motivational quotes 
and texts throughout the 
last season, but most impor-
tantly, told Wright that she 
wasn’t expecting her skills to 
recover right away, especially 
her velocity. 
“It was hard to see her 
have to really just be patient 
through that,” Clark said. “I 
don’t think there’s a lot of 
things patient about Erica 
Wright. She just works.” 
Through it all, Wright has 
found comfort in her faith, 
in the place she discovered 
that her time away from 
softball would be longer 
than planned. 
“People have been asking 
me about my injury and, hon-
estly, my identity isn’t found 
in softball.” Wright said. “It’s 
nice to know that softball is 
just something God has given 
me a talent for and I can glo-
rify him through it. An injury 
doesn’t define me.” 
Wright will continue to 
improve this weekend as 
the team opens conference 
play in Stillwater against 
Oklahoma State. 
Joshua Guerra | Daily Texan Staff
Redshirt sophomore pitcher Erica Wright looks to get back on 
track with her Texas squad after having two ribs removed.
BASEBALL
The weather is warm-
ing, the sun is shining and 
a new season is arriving in 
Texas. As bluebonnet blos-
soms begin to brighten up 
lawns, the Pakistani Student 
Association is preparing to 
take over Hogg Auditori-
um with their colorful cos-
tumes and joyful music to 
celebrate Basant.
“With all of the anti-Mus-
lim rhetoric that is around, 
Pakistan has a stigma at-
tached to it like, ‘Oh Paki-
stani, they are just like ter-
rorists,’” said biology senior 
Shazma Khan, PSA pres-
ident. “Putting on a show 
like this gives us a voice and 
shows people what we are 
actually about and (that) 
we are really fun people and 
have a lot of colors involved 
with our culture. It is very 
important, especially now.”
Basant, a traditional 
South Asian festival that 
has been celebrated for 
centuries to welcome the 
beginning of spring, has 
been celebrated at UT by 
the PSA for years. This year, 
the event will take place on 
April 7 at 7 p.m. and focus 
on the fusion of American 
and Pakistani cultures. 
“PSA is really old and for 
as long as I can remember 
they have been doing it,” 
Khan said. “It started out as 
a small kite-flying festival 
and graduated to being a 
big show. Now it is 500–700 
people in Hogg auditorium. 
We have come a long way.”
Hamza Ghani, an electri-
cal engineering junior and 
PSA member, said that un-
like traditional celebrations 
of Basant, which is usually a 
kite festival, they decided to 
make UT’s Basant more of 
an after-show. 
“Over time we just re-
alized that it was wasting 
people’s time and energy to 
hold these kites if nobody 
comes out,” Ghani said. “So 
we kept the name and have 
it at the same time as Basant 
happens. The show is more 
fun and engaging.”
This year, the spectacle 
will feature dancing, musi-
cal acts, skits, comedy and a 
fashion show. Khan said her 
favorite part about the event 
is simply seeing the hours 
of work they put into plan-
ning come together on the 
day of the show. Last year, 
the festival featured a skit 
about a Pakistani superhero 
who saved Pakistani people 
from their everyday prob-
lems, such as strict families.
“You have an image of 
what you want in your head 
and it literally comes to 
life,” Khan said. “Last year 
we stayed up every sin-
gle day the week of until 3 
a.m. fixing up the scripts 
and writing everything. It 
was bringing our own life 
to the stage and having a 
comedic aspect.”
Ghani said he first began 
attending in middle school, 
when his brother was a 
member of PSA, and was 
able to make connections 
through Basant that proved 
useful later in life. 
“My brother went here 
and he was a part of PSA so 
I have been coming since 
I was in middle school,” 
Ghani said. “My current 
roommate — I met him 
at Basant. We were both 
middle schoolers and he 
was just playing soccer 
and I was like, ‘Can I join 
you?’ Through him I met 
more people and he met 
my friends.” 
Farah Kamal, a develop-
mental and family sciences 
junior and PSA publicity 
director, said she feels the 
value of the event is in the 
way that it brings different 
cultures together and helps 
them showcase the truth 
about their culture. 
“(It is important) spread-
ing awareness about our 
culture and what we do be-
cause a lot of people don’t 
know,” Kamal said. “Just 
educating people about 
our culture and how it is so 
much fun, all the music, the 
dancing, all the different 
aspects that come together. 
That is why we do Basant.”
8 L&A
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By Acacia Coronado
@acaciatree18
Pedro Luna | Daily Texan Staff
Members of the Pakistani Student Association are excited about Basant and invite anyone and everyone to the fest. Traditionally a South Asian festival, the 
student association plans to celebrate both Asian and American culture.
Pakistani students celebrate spring with festival
WEST CAMPUS
Round Up wrangles funds to 
aid cancer patients, families
Day drinking, 2000s one-
hit-wonder performers and 
students running amok in 
West Campus are usually 
the images that the words 
“Round Up” conjure up — 
not community service.
But this year, through 
wristband sales and other 
fundraising events, the In-
terfraternity Council will be 
raising money for the An-
drew McDonough B+ Foun-
dation, a leading support 
system for children diag-
nosed with cancer and their 
families. B+ was founded by 
a grieving father in memory 
of his son, whose blood type 
was B+ , with the hope of pro-
viding a source of strength 
for others. UT Greek orga-
nizations’ involvement, par-
ticularly through Round Up, 
fits into the organization’s 
motto: “Kids Helping Kids 
Fight Cancer.” 
“It would be really easy for 
the students to just have a fun 
weekend,” Carly Bergstein, 
B+’s program director, said. 
“Instead, with IFC leading 
the charge and a bunch of the 
sororities getting on board 
too, UT has taken something 
with a lot of street-credibil-
ity and a lot of awareness 
around campus and paired it 
with the B+ Foundation.”
Last year, several Greek or-
ganizations took advantage 
of the momentum leading 
up to Round Up to launch 
a fundraising campaign for 
B+. Colton Becker, an hon-
ors in advanced nutritional 
sciences junior and IFC’s 
vice president of philanthro-
py, said he was motivated 
by the excitement around 
those efforts.
“It got kind of competitive, 
and it was a lot of fun, and 
combined we were able to 
raise about $96,000, so this 
year we asked, ‘Why not aim 
higher?’” Becker said.
Becker said last year’s suc-
cesses were rooted in pride 
and altruism, but this year’s 
incentives have motivated 
even more enthusiasm for 
the work. 
“The students that have 
taken the initiative and lead-
ership in doing this have 
put greatness behind the 
fun, so when they’re going 
to all these parties, they are 
also helping children and 
their families along the way,” 
Bergstein said.
UT alumnus Maddie 
Goldfarb  was involved with 
B+ as a student, and now 
works as their freelance pro-
gram manager. Goldfarb, 
alongside her sorority, first 
welcomed B+ onto campus, 
and said she has since wit-
nessed B+’s presence quick-
ly extend to reach all of 
Greek life. 
“The Round Up cam-
paign has only been around 
for the past two years, but 
even before that we worked 
with individual groups who 
would put on fundraising 
events and that are involved 
with the B+ Heroes Program, 
where we match a local child 
and family with a child-
hood cancer diagnosis with 
By Hannah Plantowsky
@thedailytexan
CAMPUS
When the sun rises on 
April 1, tents will go up on 
the UT campus, the smell 
of food will fill the air and a 
stage will be set up for local 
talents and Grammy-nomi-
nated artists alike. 
The 25th annual beach-
themed carnival and music 
festival hybrid event, Forty 
Acres Fest will be hosted 
by the Texas Traditions and 
Headliners committees of 
Campus Events and Enter-
tainment. The festival will 
begin at 2 p.m. and end with 
performances by CAPYAC, 
Future Thieves and Amer-
ican Country Award-win-
ning artist Hunter Hayes.  
“It is all for UT students,” 
said Texas Traditions’ logis-
tics officer Gaby Gutierrez. 
“We put on these events 
with the hope that people 
will come to them and take 
a break from their regular 
school day or tough things 
that they are going through 
and just let loose and share 
in the spirit of UT.” 
Gutierrez, a corporate 
communication junior, 
said they hope Forty Acres 
Fest will continue to bring 
the UT community togeth-
er as it celebrates its first 
quarter-century. 
“You walk through 
South Mall and see all of 
these different organiza-
tions interacting with the 
UT community and each 
other,” Gutierrez said. “It 
is just incredible to see 
how much support each 
person has for their fellow 
UT organizations.”
But not only will the 
event cater to UT students, 
Gutierrez said they hope 
that the festival will be an 
opportunity to unite the 
Austin community through 
a day of fun in the sun. 
“It is really cool to see 
how families will also show 
up to Forty Acres Fest, so it 
is not only a celebration for 
the UT community but for 
the Austin community as a 
whole,” Gutierrez said. 
Nishtha Kapuria, Texas 
Traditions’ social media and 
public relations officer, said 
Forty Acres Fest was part of 
what caught her eye about 
UT when she was visiting 
the school as a high school 
junior. 
“When I was a junior vis-
iting UT, I visited on For-
ty Acres weekend. I didn’t 
even know where I was at, 
but I was just like, ‘This 
school is amazing,’” Kapu-
ria, a marketing and Plan II 
honors junior, said. 
Although the event has 
become popular for big 
carnival games, because of 
changing school policies 
that no longer allow for 
these, Kapuria said they 
have begun to transition it 
into a music festival. 
“I know this is the 25th 
year, but it seems like it 
By Acacia Coronado
@acaciatree18
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Students pose for a picture on the velcro wall at the Forty Acres Fest on April 2, 2016. The 
25th annual beach-themed carnival and musical festival hybrid event will be hosted by the 
Texas Traditions and Headliners committees of Campus Events and Entertainment. 
Forty Acres Fest features 
award-winning musicians
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